334. INDIAN VOLUNTEERING
Correspondence has appeared in The Natal Advertiser on the offer
of the Indian community, in connection with the Native rebellion, which
ordinarily we should not feel justified in noticing. As, however, the
subject discussed by the correspondents of our contemporary is of such
vital importance both to the Indian community and to the Colony,
we make no apology for dealing \vith the points raised by them. We
have no concern with the reckless abuse indulged in by some of the cor-
respondents.
One of them has satirically suggested that Indians, so that they may
not run away, should be placed in the front-line, and that then the fight
between them and the Natives will be a sight for the gods. We propose
to take the correspondent seriously, and venture to suggest that, if such
a course were adopted> it would be undoubtedly the very best that could
happen to the Indians* If they be cowardly, they will deserve the fate
that will overtake them; if they be brave, nothing can be better than
for brave men to be in the front-line. But the pity of it is that the
Government, and the European Colonists who have dictated the policy
to the Government, have not taken the elementary precaution of giving
the necessary discipline and instruction to the Indians, It is, therefore,
a matter of physical impossibility to expect Indians to do any work
with the rifle; or, for that matter, to do any work in connection with
war with much efficiency. The Indian Ambulance Corps, at the time
of the late war, did excellent work, without the necessary instruction and
discipline, only because the Indian leaders who joined the Corps had
previously been instructed and prepared under Dr. Booth.
Another correspondent has suggested that Indians should not be
armed, because if they were, they would sell their arms to the Natives.
This is a suggestion which is made wickedly, and without any founda-
tion in fact. Indians have never been armed; it is, therefore, sheer folly
to say that, if they were, they would act in a particular direction. It
has also been suggested that the offer has been made to gain cheap ap-
plause, and also to gain something not made apparent in the proceedings
of the Congress meeting* The first statement is slanderous, and the best
way to disprove the stricture is for these correspondents to make the
Government accept the offer, and to see whether the response is ade-
quate or not. The second statement is difficult to understand. If it is
intended to convey the impression that Indians, by serving during war
time, hope to obtain a redress of their wrongs, the statement is true,
and no Indian should be ashamed of such a motive. What can be better
and more praiseworthy than that Indians, by standing shoulder to shoulder
with their fellow-Colonists in the present trouble, should show that they